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To Both Houſes of 
PARLIAMENT: 
At the Opening of the' Parliament at Oxford 


Moſt Gracious 
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To both Houſes of 


PARLIAMENT: 


At the Opening of the Parliament at 0x ord, 
On Monday the 21th. of March, 168?, 4 


My Lords, and Gentlemen, 
EXP NS H E unwarrantable 
NJ Proceedings of the 
laſt Houſe of Com- 
mons, -were the oc- 
calion of My part- 
ing with the laſt Par- 
hament ; for I, who 
will never uſe Ar- 
 bitrary Government 
My Sclf, am refoly'd 
not to ſuffer it'in Others : I am. unwilling to 
mention Particulars, becauſe I am deſirous to 
A 2 forget 


Occal 
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Prop - fubſiſt 1098; when te ÞÞ 
Rights and Prerogauve of the Crown are 4n” 
vaded, - Or OC of rhe Government 


>.» -ſhallmake Me out of Loye with Them; And 
i . by this means offer You another Opportuni- 


ty of Providing for Our Security here, by giv- 


ing that Countenance and ProteCtion to Our 


Neighbours and Allies, which You cannot: 
but know They c__ from Us, and extream- 


ly ſtand in necd of at this inſtant ; And at the 
fame time give one Evidence more, that I 
have not neglefted My Part, to give that 
Generall Satisfaction and Security , which, 
by the Bleſſing of God, may. be attained, if 
You, on Your Parts, bring ſuitable Diſpoſi- 
tions towards 1t; And he the juſt Care, 
You, ought to haye of Religion, benot ſo ma- 
nagd and improv into unneceſlary Fears, as: 
to. be made” a pretence for changing the foun- 
dations of the Government. 


I hope the example of. the ill. ſucceſs of 

| former heats, will diſpoſe you to a better 

Temper, and not ſo much to inyeigh-- a- 

| oj what is paſt, as to conſider what 

1s beſt to be done in the preſent Conjun- 
Eture. | 


The further Proſecution of the Plot , the 
Tryall of the Lords in' the Tower, the pro- 
viding a more ſpeedy Conviction for Recu- 
ſants, And, if ' it: be practicable, rhe ridding 


' have any conſiderable Authoriry and Intereſc 


amongſt them, arc Things, though of the 
B higheſt 


Our ſelves quire of all of that Partic, that 


| ('6) 

kighet: Inportance,. that hardly need to 'be 
recommendad:to. You.z they arc ſo obyi- 
ous: ' to," every' ''Mans' conſideration ;and 
fo''_neceſfary. : for - Qur - ſecurity ; -; But-)/I 
muſt nceds:defire you, not to-lay ſo much 
weight; upon any Orie Expedient againſt Po- 
pety; as to determine that all Other are znet- 
fectual; And: among all your Cares \for-Re- 
ligion; remember.-'/That without the Safety. 
and Dignity of the, Monarchy,  neitlier-Re- 
ligion nor Property cah(be preſery'd. 


_ :What I have formerly; and ſo often Decla- 
red; touching! the Suctefon, I: cannot Depart 
from: But toxemove- all rcaſonable. Fears 
that may ariſe fronm:the Poſhbility-of a Popiſh 
Succeſſor's coming. to. the. Crawn, if Means 
can be found, thar, in ſuch a Caſe, the Admini- 
ſtration of the; Government may remain! in 
ProteſtantHands, Iifhall be ready to hearken 
to:any fuch Expedient, by which the Religh- 
on mighe..be- preſerv'd, , and the- Monarchy 
not Delſtroy'd. ; (13 Cl $5.54 + $þ 28) wit £2 5 


ft by 

I muſt thereforecarneſtly recommend to you, 
to provide.,for. the Religion and the Goyern- 
racnc together, with regard to One another; 
becauſe:chey Support cach other ; And:lc; Us 
be: United'at home, that We may recoyer the 
—_ and Confiderauon We uſed to have 
acl. : -// {ORDFIA. $4 ' | 


4 ?10 4 
T3 
- LARRL 
% 
FY 


= SD , ” 


I Hot 
I conclude - with this One Adviceto you, tc 

That the Rules and Meaſures of all your | * 
Votes, may be the Known and Eſtabliſh'd © - 5 
Laws of the Land, which neither can, nor 7 " 


ought to be departed trom, nor changd, but ot; Sg 
by Act of Parliament ; AndI may the, more ER... 
reaſonably Require, That you makE#tTLaws IRS 
of the Land your Rule, 4 relolyd oo 
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